
The manufacturing of vapes and
deforestation from commercial
tobacco farms contribute to an

increase in greenhouse gases like
carbon dioxide. High greenhouse

gas emissions have been linked to
climate change. 

Vapes are thrown out more frequently than before due to the rise in
popularity of disposable vapes. Vapes are made with metals,
chemicals and plastic, and these materials can take hundreds of
years to decompose.

They're waste!

How Do Vapes Harm The environment?
Vaping is not only harmful to your health, it is also harmful to the health of our

planet. The production, manufacturing and disposal of vapes cause destruction and
pollution that will have a lasting impact on Earth if we don't take action!

Most nicotine comes
from tobacco plants.

Millions of trees are cut
down every year by the

tobacco industry so they
can plant more tobacco.

Deforestation
Vapes are considered hazardous waste,
meaning vapes cannot be thrown in the
regular trash or recycling bin. Improper
disposal harms our environment. 

Hazardous waste

Vapes contain nicotine, which is hazardous waste.
Improper disposal of nicotine can poison humans

and wildlife, and pollute our soil and water.



Vapes also contain lithium ion batteries. If
batteries are improperly disposed of, they can leak

chemicals and pollute our soil and water as they
degrade. Improperly disposed batteries have even

caused fires in garbage and recycling trucks!

harmful contentsGreenhouse gases




3

2

1

1

9

9

7, 8



Association for Nonsmokers-Minnesota 
2395 University Ave. W Suite 310 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
651-646-3005 l www.ansrmn.org  
info@ansrmn.org 

This work is funded by the Minnesota Department of Health's Tobacco-Free Communities Grant Program.

Tips for Safe Disposal
of E-Cigarettes and E-

Liquid Waste (FDA)

Tobacco Prevention 
 Advocacy Toolkits

(CYAN) 

Tobacco and The
Environment 

(Truth Initiative)

Free quit programs
for teenagers and

adults in  Minnesota
(MDH)

Don't let the tobacco industry fool you!

Additional Resources

August 2022

The tobacco industry (which includes the vape industry) has a history of pretending to be

environmentally friendly when they're really not. This is called "greenwashing." 

Here are some examples...

Tobacco companies occasionally host

trash clean-up events...

...but refuse to take responsibility for making

some of the most littered products in the

world.

Tobacco companies claim to plant trees...
...even though a few trees won't make up for the

millions of trees they cut down every year.

Tobacco companies use words like "natural" and

"earth-friendly" to market some of their

products...

...even though there's nothing "natural" about

plastic filters, added chemicals, or

deliberately harming the planet for profit .

(1) Center for Tobacco Products. (2020, September 23). Tips for Safe Disposal of E-Cigarettes and E-Liquid Waste. U.S. Food and Drug Administration. https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/products-
ingredients-components/tips-safe-disposal-e-cigarettes-and-e-liquid-waste
(2) A. (2015, April 20). Earth Day 2015 – The Unforeseen Consequences of Tobacco. ASH > Action on Smoking & Health. https://ash.org/earthday2015/
(3) American Cancer Society. (2022, June). What Do We Know About E-cigarettes? https://www.cancer.org/healthy/stay-away-from-tobacco/e-cigarettes-vaping/what-do-we-know-about-
ecigarettes.html#:%7E:text=E%2Dcigarettes%20do%20not%20contain,them%20as%20%22tobacco%20products.%22
(4) Greenwashing. (2022, July 12). TobaccoTactics. https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/greenwashing/
(5) Houghton, F. (2018, November 16). ‘Greenwashing’ tobacco products through ecological and social/equity labelling: A potential threat to tobacco control. Tobacco Prevention and Cessation.
http://www.tobaccopreventioncessation.com/-Greenwashing-tobacco-products-through-ecological-and-nsocial-equity-labelling-A,99674,0,2.html
(6) Jain, V., Alcheva, A., Huang, D., Caruso, R., Jain, A., Lay, M., O’Connor, R., & Stepanov, I. (2019). Comprehensive Chemical Characterization of Natural American Spirit Cigarettes. Tobacco Regulatory
Science, 5(4), 381–399. https://doi.org/10.18001/trs.5.4.8
(7) Public Health Law Center. (n.d.). Commercial Tobacco Pollution | Public Health Law Center. https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/topics/commercial-tobacco-control/commercial-tobacco-pollution
(8) Tropical Deforestation and Global Warming. (2021). Union of Concerned Scientists. https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/tropical-deforestation-and-global-
warming#:%7E:text=When%20forests%20are%20cut%20down,percent%20of%20global%20warming%20pollution.
(9) Truth Initiative. (2019, March 20). Tobacco and the environment. https://truthinitiative.org/research-resources/harmful-effects-tobacco/tobacco-and-
environment#:%7E:text=Cigarette%20butts%20cause%20pollution%20by,toxic%20to%20fish%20and%20microorganisms.
(10) Why are cigarette butts the most littered item on earth? (2019, March 19). Truth Initiative. https://truthinitiative.org/research-resources/harmful-effects-tobacco/why-are-cigarette-butts-most-littered-
item-earth
(11) Why Natural American Spirit cigarettes could be especially dangerous. (2019, July 29). Truth Initiative. https://truthinitiative.org/research-resources/traditional-tobacco-products/why-natural-american-
spirit-cigarettes-could-be

1

2

9

4

5 6, 11

take action
Educate your friends about
the harm vapes do to the
environment.

Don't start vaping. If you do
vape, learn about free quit
programs so that when
you're ready to quit, you
know where to find help.

Talk to adults in your life
about the problem.

https://digitalmedia.hhs.gov/tobacco/hosted/SafeDisposalOfEcigs_080320_508.pdf
https://www.cyanonline.org/materialsdownload
https://www.cyanonline.org/materialsdownload
https://www.cyanonline.org/materialsdownload
https://www.cyanonline.org/materialsdownload
https://www.cyanonline.org/materialsdownload
https://truthinitiative.org/research-resources/harmful-effects-tobacco/tobacco-and-environment
https://truthinitiative.org/research-resources/harmful-effects-tobacco/tobacco-and-environment
https://truthinitiative.org/research-resources/harmful-effects-tobacco/tobacco-and-environment
https://mn.mylifemyquit.org/index
https://mn.mylifemyquit.org/index
https://mn.mylifemyquit.org/index
https://www.scribbr.com/taxonomy/term/821

